Uruguay is the only Latin American country that at present lacks Native populations and little is known about its prehistoric populations. In the construction of National identity, the unique reference to Natives is about Charrúa Indians, one of the most important ethnic groups that lived in the territory and exterminated in the 1830s. In 1833, four survivors were taken to be exhibited and studied in France, becoming martyrs and a symbol of their nation. The skeletal remains of Chief Perú were preserved and studied mainly by Rivet 1 ; these are the only remains certainly identified as belonging to a Charrúa. In 2002, the French government returned the remains to Uruguay, where they were buried with honours at the National Pantheon. Before the burial, we performed morphological studies as well as extracted samples for DNA analysis. Peru's morphology is coherent with the one of a nomadic warrior: robust body with strong muscular insertions, wounds, and healthy diet based mainly on meat. Here we show that metric and morphological data as well as maternal inherited mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) hypervariable region I (HVRI) and restriction fragment length polymorphisms (RFLPs), indicate a close relationship with Pampa-Patagonian Indians, and specially, with prehistoric Natives buried in mounds from eastern Uruguay. This last finding is particularly important to understand Uruguayan prehistory and history, raising the debate about who the mound builders were, and showing continuity between them, historic Charrúa Indians, and present populations.
On June 12th, 1833, The Times of London communicated: "Four savages, three men and one woman, belonging to a tribe of Indians called Charruas, which was almost entirely exterminated a short time back by the troops of the Republic at Uruguay […] have just been brought to Paris by M. Curel […] . Among them is the Cacique Vaimaca, surnamed Peru, who in 1814 entered the service of General Artigas…"; 169 years later, after being exposed in the Musée de l'Homme (Paris), the remains of the Cacique, named Vaimaca Perú or Pirú, returned to Uruguay. The process of repatriation was long, and the further destiny of the remains, despite detailed in a Law, as well as the possibility of studying them, were subject of debate.
Vaimaca was probably captured in April 1831 near Salsipuedes stream, in Northeastern Uruguay, during a massacre carried out against the Charrúa ethnic group 2 .
"Salsipuedes" was the major event conducted by the Uruguayan government to exterminate this group, most of the men being killed, while women and children were captured and given to Spanish or "criollo" families. Soon after, François de Curel obtained four captives from the government to be exposed in the Musée d´Histoire Naturelle, where they arrived in May 1933. The two oldest men, the sorcerer Senaqué and the chief Perú, died few months after the arrival, and soon, after having a baby girl, so did the woman; the youngest man escaped. When alive, the Indians were studied in the Museum, and after their death, also the two men. They are actually known as "the last Charrúa Indians" (Figure 1 ) after the title of P. Rivet´s detailed study 1 .
In Charrúa chief and the mound-builders needs to be considered carefully: first, it is possible that individuals in the Macro-Charrúa group, defined culturally, share biological/molecular characteristics, and consequently, the builders could be ancestors of Charrúas, Guenoas, or others from the same macro-group; and second, if practices involving exchange of spouses from different groups were common, then Vaimaca's maternal lineage could not reflect his ethnicity.
The last point to underline is the permanence of the maternal lineage through time, from around 1600 years ago to present day; this fact is contrary to the general belief and national identity based on the extinction of Native populations, showing the continuity of populations, at least in biological terms.
Methods
Morphological and pathological analysis: Sex was confirmed using qualitative 20 and quantitative methods, and age established 21, 22 . Fifty-eight cranial measures and indexes 23 were calculated. Penrose's size and shape distances 5 were determined using eleven measures 6 chosen because its availability in the selected populations.
Pathological conditions were registered and histological analysis of a lesion was performed. Several teeth characteristics were recorded; abrasion was evaluated using
Molnar's scale 24 . X-rays of both maxillas were taken, as well as of several views of long bones and cranium. Stature was calculated using femur and tibia 3 .
DNA analysis: Two DNA independent extractions from molars were made using a phenol-chloroform-silica method 25, 26 in the ancient DNA Laboratory (LADNA, Humanities College, Uruguay); it has special conditions to avoid contamination 27 .
RFLPs analyses were performed to identify the four common Amerindian mtDNA haplogroups using primers and conditions previously described 15,28 but using Platinum Taq (Gibco); sequencing of region 13232-13344 to confirm C haplogroup was performed in the Centro Técnico de Análisis Genéticos (CTAG, Uruguay) using ABI Prism 377 (Applied Biosystems, USA). HVRI region was replicated by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) using 5 set of primers previously described 28 Bizygomatic diameter, 7. Nasal height, 8. Nasal breadth, 9. Orbital breadth, 10. Orbital height, and 11. Interorbital breadth). The populations considered include published 6, 7, 8 
